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Matthew 28:1–8 (NLT) 
Early on Sunday morning, as the new day was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went out to 
visit the tomb. 2 Suddenly there was a great earthquake! For an angel of the Lord came down from heaven, 
rolled aside the stone, and sat on it. 3 His face shone like lightning, and his clothing was as white as snow. 4 
The guards shook with fear when they saw him, and they fell into a dead faint. 5 Then the angel spoke to the 
women. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I know you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He isn’t here! He 
is risen from the dead, just as he said would happen. Come, see where his body was lying. 7 And now, go 
quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and he is going ahead of you to Galilee. You 
will see him there. Remember what I have told you.”8 The women ran quickly from the tomb. They were very 
frightened but also filled with great joy, and they rushed to give the disciples the angel’s message. 
 
Jesus turned death into life 
 
John 12:23–24 (NLT) 
Jesus replied, “Now the time has come for the Son of Man to enter into his glory. 24 I tell you the truth, unless 
a kernel of wheat is planted in the soil and dies, it remains alone. But its death will produce many new 
kernels—a plentiful harvest of new lives. 
 
Jesus cancelled our spiritual death 
 
Colossians 2:14–15 (NLT) 
He canceled the record of the charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross. 15 In this way, he 
disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities. He shamed them publicly by his victory over them on the cross. 
 
Romans 6:8–11 (NLT) 
And since we died with Christ, we know we will also live with him. 9 We are sure of this because Christ was 
raised from the dead, and he will never die again. Death no longer has any power over him. 10 When he 
died, he died once to break the power of sin. But now that he lives, he lives for the glory of God. 11 So you 
also should consider yourselves to be dead to the power of sin and alive to God through Christ Jesus. 
 
Romans 6:17–18 (NLT) 
Thank God! Once you were slaves of sin, but now you wholeheartedly obey this teaching we have given 
you. 18 Now you are free from your slavery to sin, and you have become slaves to righteous living. 
 
The resurrection brings life and transformation instead of death and slavery to sin 
 

The resurrection calls for our response today 
 
THE RESURECTION CHANGES US - THEN SENDS US 



 

 

 
John 20:19–21 (NLT) 
That Sunday evening the disciples were meeting behind locked doors because they were afraid of the 
Jewish leaders. Suddenly, Jesus was standing there among them! “Peace be with you,” he said. 20 As he 
spoke, he showed them the wounds in his hands and his side. They were filled with joy when they saw the 
Lord! 21 Again he said, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I am sending you.” 
 
Matthew 28:18–20 (NLT) 
Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. 19 Therefore, go 
and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am 
with you always, even to the end of the age.” 
 
The empty Tomb Wasn’t the End — It Was the Send 
 
WE ARE A CHURCH ON A MISSION 
 
John 20:24–29 (NLT) 
One of the twelve disciples, Thomas (nicknamed the Twin), was not with the others when Jesus came.  
25 They told him, “We have seen the Lord!”  But he replied, “I won’t believe it unless I see the nail wounds in 
his hands, put my fingers into them, and place my hand into the wound in his side.”  26 Eight days later the 
disciples were together again, and this time Thomas was with them. The doors were locked; but suddenly, 
as before, Jesus was standing among them. “Peace be with you,” he said. 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put 
your finger here, and look at my hands. Put your hand into the wound in my side. Don’t be faithless any 
longer. Believe!”  28 “My Lord and my God!” Thomas exclaimed.  29 Then Jesus told him, “You believe 
because you have seen me. Blessed are those who believe without seeing me.” 
 
Without faith it’s impossible to be an effective messenger for Jesus 
 
Faith brings boldness instead of fear 
 
2 Timothy 1:5–10 (NLT) 
I remember your genuine faith, for you share the faith that first filled your grandmother Lois and your mother, 
Eunice. And I know that same faith continues strong in you. 6 This is why I remind you to fan into flames the 
spiritual gift God gave you when I laid my hands on you. 7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear and 
timidity, but of power, love, and self-discipline. 8 So never be ashamed to tell others about our Lord. And 
don’t be ashamed of me, either, even though I’m in prison for him. With the strength God gives you, be 
ready to suffer with me for the sake of the Good News. 9 For God saved us and called us to live a holy life. 
He did this, not because we deserved it, but because that was his plan from before the beginning of time—to 
show us his grace through Christ Jesus. 10 And now he has made all of this plain to us by the appearing of 
Christ Jesus, our Savior. He broke the power of death and illuminated the way to life and immortality through 
the Good News. 
 


